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THE ECTS SYSTEM

The Information Package provides a description of the University of Ruse, of the
Subsidiary of the University of Ruse in Razgrad and the courses offered by the Subsidiary in
order to help prospective ECTS students to prepare their study period at this institution.

What is ECTS?

ECTS, The European Community Course Credit Transfer System, was developed by the
Commission of the European Communities in order to provide common procedures to
guarantee academic recognition of studies abroad. It provides a way of measuring and
comparing learning achievements and transferring them from one institution to another. The
European Commission promotes the system and the international cooperation between
universities as a means of improving the quality of education bringing benefits both to
students and higher education itself. In this respect, student exchange is the basic element
in university cooperation. Recognition of education and diplomas is the necessary condition
for establishing an open European higher education space where students and lecturers can
“move” with no restriction.

ECTS provides transparency through the following means:

» ECTS credits which are a numerical value allocated to course units to describe the
student workload required to complete them;

» The Information Package which supplies written information to students and staff on
institutions, departments/faculties/subsidiaries, the organization and structure of studies
and course units;

» The Transcript of Records which shows students’ learning achievements in a way
which is comprehensive, commonly understood and easily transferable from one
institution to another;

» The Learning Agreement covering the programme of study to be taken and the ECTS
credits to be awarded for their satisfactory completion, committing both home and host
institutions, as well as the student.

The ECTS Credits

ECTS credits are allocated units to describe the student workload required to complete
them. They reflect the quantity of work each course requires in relation to the total quantity
of work required to complete a full year of academic study at the institution, i.e. lectures,
practical work, seminars, self-study —in a library or at home- and exams or other assessment
activities. ECTS credits express a relative value.

In ECTS, 60 credits represent the workload of a year of study; normally 30 credits are given
for a semester and 20 credits for a term. It is important that no special courses are set up for
ECTS purposes, but that all ECTS courses are mainstream courses of the participating
institutions, as followed by the home students under normal regulations.

Credits are awarded only when the course has been completed and all required
examinations or other assessment activities have been successfully passed. Detailed
information about disciplines (short description of course contents, teaching methods, types
of assessment, etc.) is given in the information package of each degree programme.
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ECTS Students

Students participating in ECTS receive full credit for all academic work successfully carried
out at any of the ECTS partner institutions. These credits are transferred to the home
university and fully replace the annual/semester workload including exams and other forms
of assessment. In this way students can study abroad for a certain period of time and when
they come back, they are able to continue their education without any loss of semesters and
exams. Some students may also decide to graduate from the host university, and permission
for that is given by the academic authorities based upon the student’s transcript of credit
points and his/her performance at the home university.

DATA ABOUT BULGARIA

The Republic of Bulgaria is a country situated in South-East Europe. In the north it borders
the Republic of Romania, in the east it ranges to the Black Sea, in the south it neighbours
the Republic of Turkey and the Republic of Greece, and in the west it borders (Former
Yugoslavian) Republic of Macedonia and Republic of Serbia.

Area: 110,993.6 sq km
Population: 7,262, 675
Capital city: Sofia

Official language: Bulgarian
Alphabet: Cyrillic

Religion: There is freedom of religious confessions. Traditional religion in the Republic of
Bulgaria is Eastern Orthodox Christianity

National holiday: March 3, the Day of the Liberation of Bulgaria from Ottoman domination
(1878)

Public (non-working) holidays:
3 March — Liberation Day (national holiday)
1 January — New Year
Easter (Resurrection of Christ) — two days (Easter Sunday and Easter Monday)
1 May — Labour Day (the Day of International Working Class Solidarity)
6 May - Day of Bravery and Bulgarian Army, Gergyovden (St. George’s Day)
24 May — Day of Bulgarian Education and Culture, and of the Slavonic Alphabet
6 September - Unification Day
22 September - Independence Day
1 November — Day of the National Revival Leaders
24 December — Christmas Eve
25 and 26 December - Christmas
Monetary unit: the Bulgarian Lev

Administrative division: 28 regions, named after their respective regional centres
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State system: a parliamentary republic with a one-chamber parliament (National Assembly),
consisting of 240 national representatives, elected for a four-year term of service. The head
of state of the republic is the President, elected for a five-year term of service. The Council of
Ministers is the main body of executive power.

Climate: moderate continental with Black Sea influence in the east and Mediterranean in the
south

Waters: rivers (main rivers are the Danube, Maritsa, Mesta, Strouma, Iskar, and Yantra);
warm and cold mineral springs (more than 600)

Transport: railway, automobile, air and water
International automobile sign: BG

International telephone code: +359 ...........
International telephone code for Ruse: +359 82 ...........

Official Symbols of Bulgaria

The national flag of the Republic of Bulgaria is in three colours: white, green and red
bands, following horizontally from top to bottom.

A legend associates the origin of these three colours with the colour symbols of the Old
Bulgarian Army. Its left wing was set apart by white strips on the spears, the right one by red,
while arranged in the centre were the elite troops with a green strip, the traditional colour of
the ruler. The three-colour flag had first been used by the First Bulgarian Legion of Georgi
Rakovski (1861). By force of the Turnovo Constitution (1879), the three-colour flag - white,
green and red, was confirmed as Bulgaria’s national flag.

The coat-of-arms of the Republic of Bulgaria is a rampant gold crowned lion against a
dark-red background in the form of a shield. Above the shield there is a big crown, whose
original shape was that of the crowns of medieval Bulgarian rulers, with five crosses and one
other cross, separately, over the crown itself. The shield is supported by two golden crowned
rampant lions, facing the shield from the left and right heraldic side. They are standing on
two crossed oak tree twigs with acorns. Inscribed in golden letters onto a white strip with a
three-colour edging, placed under the shield across the ends of the oak twigs, is Union is
Strength.
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The Bulgarian Landmarks in the UNESCO List of the World
Natural and Cultural Heritage

Kazanluk Tomb

A Thracian tomb, dated to the late 4™-early 3“century B.C. The murals in the burial chamber
and in the corridor are of exclusive artistic value. The tomb is located in the Tyulbeto Hill
near the town of Kazanluk.

Ivanovo Rock Churches

A rock monastery compound of the Holy Archangel Michael, with partially preserved
churches. The murals in the Church of the Holy Virgin have been described as some of the
most significant achievements of 14" century Bulgarian medieval art. The churches are
located about 20 km away from the city of Ruse, east of the village of lvanovo, in the rocks of
the Rusenski Lom Nature Park.

Boyana Church

It has unique murals from 1259, considered among the masterpieces of medieval European
painting. It is at a distance of about 8 km from the centre of the city of Sofia (in the Boyana
residential district), in the foothills of Mount Vitosha.

Madara Horseman

A rock relief, cut into the Madara rocks on the northern slope of the Provadiisko Plateau at a
height of 23 m. This is the most significant monumental piece of art from the early Middle
Ages, unique of its kind in European cultural history. It is close to the village of Madara,
about 16 km away from the city of Shumen.

Rila Monastery

The most impressive monastery compound in Bulgaria of exceptional architectural and
artistic merits. Founded in the 10™ century, rebuilt in the 13"-14™ century, a literary centre in
the 15" century and completed in its present-day striking appearance during the 19"century.
A spiritual centre of the Bulgarian people, it is located in the northwest part of the Rila
Mountain, about 20 km from the town of Rila and about 120 km from Sofia.

Nessebur, the old part of the town

An architectural, historical and archaeological reserve at the Black Sea coast with valuable
archaeological relics from different periods, original churches from the 5" to the 17" century
and authentic National Revival Period houses.

Sveshtari Tomb

A Thracian tomb from the first half of the 3" century B.C. The central burial chamber has
exceptionally lavish decoration and impressive caryatides in high relief. It is located close to
the village of Sveshtari, 7 km northwest of the town of Isperih.

Sreburna Reserve

A biosphere reserve in the valley of the Danube, including the Sreburna Lake and its
surroundings. It has been established for the preservation of rare plant and animal species. It
is 16 km west of the town of Silistra.

Pirin National Park

It is part of the scenic Pirin Mountain. Located in the high parts of the Northern Mount Pirin, it
is characterized by a specific relief and an inimitable plant and animal world. It also
incorporates the Bayuvi Dupki - Dzhindzhiritsa Biosphere Reserve and the Yulen Reserve.

10
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THE CITY OF RUSE

" ... All that | experienced
afterwards had already
been in Roustchouk"

Welcome to Ruse

Elias Canetti

Ruse is the biggest Bulgarian
port town on the bank of the river
Danube. After the opening of the
Rhein - Main - Danube canal which
covers 3,500 km and connects
thirteen European countries with
} the Near and Far East via the ==
Black Sea, the river becomes the
longest inland waterway on the
planet.

This key position has determined the nineteen century long co-
existence of town, river, and people, carrying the unique atmosphere
of history as a precious heritage, and of future as an open road full of
promises. The Romans were the first to build the fort which they
called Sexaginta Prista (the port of sixty ships). Then came others,
from Europe, leaving their indelible imprint in this intersection of
material and spiritual culture, followed by the imbued with the zeal of
drive and enterprise Bulgarians, who gradually turned the place into a
centre of the Bulgarian national revival. The very name Ruse became
a synonym of economic growth and cultural rebirth.

13
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The nineteenth century saw here the
opening of the first Bulgarian printing
house, the first model farm, the first
Bulgarian railroad connecting Ruse with
Varna, the first Bulgarian weather service,
the first technical school and technical

society, the first professional teachers'
club, the first insurance agency, the first chamber of commerce and industry, the first inland
navigation service on the Danube, the first teletel, the first moving picture show, the first
Bulgarian newspaper, the first geography map.

New industries sprang up, banks and trade agencies were founded
i} and European shipping agencies, as well as 17 foreign consulates were
B established. A large number of Bulgarian, Austrian, Italian, and Swiss
®1 men of arts created the wealth of architectural forms and styles
| characteristic of the period in Europe: Neoclassicism, Neo-baroque, Neo-
4 gothic style, Art Nouveau, and Fin du siecle.

The town hosted a vast variety of multinational ethnic
groups, which the Nobel writer Elias Canetti defined as a
microcosmos of two dozen nationalities. French, German, B .
Italian, Jewish, Armenian, Turkish, and other schools, '_
boarding houses and churches, reading clubs, theatres ¥
and music halls, museums and bookshops, opened their
doors to help diversify the cultural life of the city in its §
steady march towards enlightenment. In this completed
picture of social life, today the town is still rediscovering its
true face, spanning a bridge across cultures in the new
context of integrated Europe.

14
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THE UNIVERSITY OF RUSE

On 12 November 1945 the first out-of-capital higher education institution was
founded in Ruse. Its three departments were specialized in Engineering for the
purposes of the agricultural sector. On 13 June 1966, as a result of its intensive
growth, the Minister of Education issued an Order No. 2583 to set up a Higher
Institute of Mechanical Engineering, Mechanization and Electrification of
Agriculture. On 9 April 1981, due to the widened scope of its engineering provision,
including the sectors of transport, electronics and computing, it was transformed
into 'Angel Kanchev’ Technical University by a Decree No. 584 of the Council of
Ministers. On 1 August 1995 a Decision of the National Assembly was made to
establish “Angel Kanchev” University of Ruse, thus recognizing its academic
expertise not only in the engineering fields, but also in natural sciences, education,
law, public health and healthcare, business and management, which were
introduced as a response to the societal changes.

Its mission and goals are based on commitments for:
Quality assurance of all its degree programmes
Excellence in fundamental and applied research
Internationalization of staff and student communities
National leadership in the European Union exchange programmes
Constant widening of lifelong learning opportunities
Building successful lives and careers for students and graduates
Proactive and reactive approach to societal needs and business demands
Attractive and creative environment for personal development

15
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR

The academic year at the University of Ruse starts in September and is divided into two
semesters — Fall and Spring. Each semester consists of:

» 15 weeks of classes;

e 4 weeks of regular examination session;

« 1 week for supplementary examination and 1 vacation week after the fall semester;

e Summer holidays (4-8 weeks) start after the end of the examination session and last till
the beginning of the new academic year or till the beginning of the annual
supplementary examination session in September for those students who have to resit
exams left from the previous year.

The organisation of the training process is realised in the framework of the Academic
Calendar, which is adopted each year by a resolution of the University’'s Academic Council.

16
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BUSINESS CARD of the University of Ruse (UR)

Name of higher education institution “Angel Kanchev” University of Ruse
Type of higher education institution State University
Location and address 8, Studentska Street, Ruse 7017, Bulgaria

Rector Prof. Hristo Beloev, MEng, PhD

Number of students for the academic year 2008-09: 9200
Number of international students: 487 from 17 countries
Number of PhD students for the period 2000-2008: 270
Full-time personnel: 709

of which faculty 450

full and associate professors 203

Number of degree programmes offered:

41 in 6 of the 10 major fields of study (education, humanities, economics and
management, mathematics and natural sciences, health care, engineering and technology)

The University of Ruse is the only university in the present and former Ruse region (with a
population of approximately 1 million), which complies with the international index “one
higher education institution per one million people”.

The University of Ruse ranks 13" among the largest higher education institutions comparing
indexes, such as: number of state-approved vacancies for admission, overall number of
students, number of doctoral study students, size of state subsidy, applicants versus
approved vacancies ratio, etc.

The University of Ruse is the only Bulgarian higher education institution, which is a regular
member of the European Association of the Universities from the Danube Countries.

The University of Ruse was accredited on 26™ January 2006 by the National
Evaluation and Accreditation Agency for a six—year period with the highest grade —
“very good”.

17
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International collaboration and admission of foreign
students

International collaboration
The University of Ruse develops its international cooperation through:

» Participation in the scientific EC programmes NATO, SIXTH and SEVENTH
FRAMEWORK PROGRAMMEs, PHARE

» Participation in the academic programmes CEEPUS, ERASMUS, LEONARDO DA
VINCI, COMENIUS

» Participation in bilateral collaboration with traditional and new partners

The University of Ruse is one of the first Bulgarian universities which got involved in the
ERASMUS programme. There are 80 Bilateral agreements signed with 24 European
countries. At least 70 undergraduate, post-graduate and PhD-students are annually involved
in all EU exchange programmes. The University of Ruse is the only university in Bulgaria
which coordinates three thematic networks of about 70 participants each. It has contributed
to the establishment of the first cross-border higher education centre in SEE — Bulgarian-
Romanian Interuniversity Europe Centre (BRIE), which has been accredited in Germany and
in Romania.

Admission of foreign students

Terms of study:
» For a Bachelor’s degree - 4 years;

» For a Master’s degree — 1 or 1,5 years following a Bachelor's degree programme;
» For a Doctoral degree — a minimum of 3 years

Degree programmes at the University of Ruse

Faculty of Agricultural and Industrial Engineering:
» Agricultural Machinery and Technologies
» Ecology and Environmental Protection
» Industrial Design
» Hydraulic and Pneumatic Equipment
» Agricultural Engineering
» Equipment Maintenance and Management

Faculty of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering:
» Machine Building Equipment and Technologies
» Computer-aided Design in Manufacturing Engineering
» Industrial Engineering
» Materials Science and Engineering

Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Electronic and Automation:
» Electrical Power Engineering
» Electronics
» Automatics, Information and Control Engineering
» Computer Systems and Technologies
» Communications and Communications Technologies

Faculty of Transport Engineering:
» Transport Engineering

18
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» Transportation Technologies and Management

Faculty of Natural Sciences and Education:
» Mathematics and Informatics
» Informatics and Information Technologies
» Bulgarian Language and History
» Pre-school and Primary School Education
» Primary School Education and a Foreign Language

Faculty of Business and Management:
» Marketing
> International Economic Relations
» European Studies
» Business Administration
» Industrial Management

Bulgarian-Romanian Interuniversity Europe Centre (BRIE):
» European Studies (in German and English)
» European Public Administration (in English)

Faculty of Law:
» Law

Public Health and Health Care:
> Kinesitherapy
» Occupational Therapy

Silistra Branch:
» Bulgarian Language and Foreign Language
» Physics and Informatics
» Transportation Technologies and Management
» Electrical Power Engineering
» Automatics, Information and Control Engineering

Razgrad Branch:
» Biotechnologies
» Chemical Technologies
» Food Processing Technologies.

Other University Units and Services
» Quality of Education and Accreditation Directorate
» Public Relations Directorate
» Foreign Students Directorate
» Student Admissions and University Registrar
» Scientific Research Sector
» University Computing and Information Services Center (UCISC)
» Center for Distance Learning
» Center for European Integration, International Cooperation and Mobility
» Center for Continuing Education
» Center for Career Development
» University Library

The language of instruction for students in Bachelor and Master Degrees is Bulgarian.

For international students, who wish to study at the University of Ruse under the
ERASMUS programme, selected courses are offered in English. The list of these
courses can be found on the university WEB site.

19
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Application Procedures

General Conditions and Documents for Admission of Foreign Students
Foreigners, who hold a higher school diploma, giving them access to universities in the
country issuing this diploma, are eligible for admittance into the University of Ruse.

Preparatory Training
During the first year of their studies foreign students study Bulgarian in a 10-month intensive
course. The course is organised by the Foreign Students Department.

Tuition Fees
Foreign citizens, studying at RU, pay tuition fees. The fees are paid in two installments: at
the beginning of the academic year and at the beginning of the second (Spring) semester.

For sending applications and for more detailed information foreign applicants can address:

Foreign Students Department
University of Ruse

8 Studentska Street

7017 Ruse

Bulgaria

tel: +359 82 888 281
e-mail: chs@ru.acad.bg

Conditions and documents for admission of foreign students under

Programmes of the European Union

Application, admission and forms of training of foreign students under different programmes
of the European Union are settled in compliance with the individual bilateral or international
agreements. For sending application forms under ERASMUS and for more detailed
information foreign applicants can address the Centre for European Integration and
International Cooperation:

Centre for European Integration, International Cooperation and Mobility
University of Ruse

8 Studentska Str.

Ruse 7017

Bulgaria

tel/fax: +359 82 888 650

e-mail: cicm@ru.acad.bg

The Application form can be obtained at:
http://cicm.ru.acad.bg/

General Information

Visa Requirements

According to the Law for Foreigners’ Stay in the Republic of Bulgaria, each foreigner may
enter the country with a valid passport (or other ID document) and an entry visa for Bulgaria.
Entry visas are issued in all Embassies or Consulates of Bulgaria abroad. No visas are
required for citizens of the countries of the European Union and of a number of other
countries as well. On arrival in Bulgaria every foreigner, if not accommodated in a hotel,
should, within 24 hours, register his/her address with the Passport Service for Foreigners.
Foreigners who are admitted as students at the University of Ruse should present their

20
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documents for admission issued by the University. This will allow them to get permission for
longer stay in the country after their entry visas expire.

Traveling to Ruse

O 50 100km

o 50 100 mi
w‘ﬁ:;ﬁ The distance from Ruse to Sofia
ROMANIA (the capital of Bulgaria) is 315
ﬁ:ﬂdin P — km.
Torm iz Shuse  oprion
Fleven The distance from Ruse to
varna, Bucharest (the capital of
Romania) is 60 km.
*EGFM Sliven, Mesebur,
Stara Zagora, Burgas, o _
Musata Plovdiv Travel to both capitals is by train

and by bus.

*Blagoevgrad
' Kurdzhali,

There are also provisions for
TURKEY quick and easy transport to
various parts of the city and
other regions of the country.

GREECE

After arriving at the University you are welcome to contact the office of the Vice Rector for
International Relations and European Integration:

Living Expenses

The optimum amount of living expenses is connected with a balanced budget, including
subsistence costs, accommodation costs, medical services, public transport, food and public
services, tuition costs and other expenses. Minimum living costs are achieved through the
use of the refectory and through modest expenses for transport and other public services.
Under these conditions, the average living expenses amount to 150 — 250 Euro per month.

Accommodation and on-campus facilities
Accommodation can be found in several sectors:

In one of the many hotels in Ruse. The approximate price for a single room is about 40 —
80 Euro per night.

In one of the cheaper hotels. Offering less comfort, or in single rooms in hotel chains at
prices about 15-25 Euro per night.

Renting a flat. The rent for such a flat (1 to 3 rooms) varies from 60 to 250 Euro per month
depending on the degree of comfort, furniture and location. Rents exclude expenses for
electricity, hot water, central heating and telephone, which may cost about 50-100 Euro per
month.
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The University of Ruse offers very
good on-campus accommodation for 2400
students at rents of about 35 Euro per
month. There are eight student hostels, two
of which are for families.

The University of Ruse on-campus

facilities offer excellent opportunities for
study, research, recreation and sport. The
student hostels, the refectory, the medical
centre, the post office, the sports facilities
and the student culture club are all situated
on the campus, which is surrounded by
green parkland and is within easy reach of
the city parks, the river Danube and the city
centre.

3

There is a variety of amateur clubs, forming
the Student Cultural Club Society, which
was established in 1954. Examples are the
Folk Dance Society, the Artists Club, the
Pantomime Studio, the Drama Society, the
Photographer's club, the Literature Club,
the Modern Dance Society, and the folk
dance theatre. Their guidance is entrusted
to distinguished performers, artists and
musicians.

The University of Ruse offers on-campus
sports facilities for volleyball, basketball,
table tennis, bodybuilding, football, field
and track events and other sports. The
sports teams and clubs for football,
athletics, volleyball, basketball, handball,
aerobics and calisthenics are the
responsibility of qualified teachers, which
explains why they often win first prizes at
various competitions.

The Tourist Society ACADEMIC unites a
variety of clubs: for mountain climbing,
water sports, skiing, cycling, rock climbing,
mountaineering, speleology and cross-
country walking. They attract large
numbers of students, faculty members and
administrative staff, who can take holidays
in the university resort centres on the
Black Sea coast, in the Balkan mountains,
or along the bank of the Danube.

22
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Medical Services and Insurance

There are many clinics, hospitals and private medical offices where you may ask for qualified
medical help paying cash at quite reasonable rates. You may also get medical insurance in
one of the numerous insurance companies in Bulgaria.

Other Useful Information

Public Transport: Trams, buses and trolley buses are the main public transport in
Bulgaria. Tickets are sold at bus stations (bus stops), at newspaper stands or in some cases
by drivers. Tickets should be perforated in the vehicle. There are also season travel cards for
one day, one week or one month. The price of the ticket for public transport is 1.00 Luv.
(about 0.50 Euro).

Taxi: There are many taxis in Ruse, provided mostly by private firms. Information about the
firm and charge rates (day and night) can be seen on stickers on the front or rear windows of
the car. Charge rates for 1 kilometre are between 0.70 and 0.90 Lv. (about 0.35-0.45 Euro).

Money Exchange: Popular currencies in Bulgaria are the USD and EURO. Open hours
of the banks are usually between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. There are also a lot of foreign
exchange offices.

Food Stores. Restaurants: All food stores work usually till 7.00 or 8.00 p.m., but there
are also 24-hour open stores and stores that work on Saturdays and Sundays. Most
foodstuffs, vegetables and fruit are sold at prices, similar to those in Western Europe.
Restaurants offer highly varied prices depending on their category. In some small and
inexpensive restaurants the price of a meal is about 10 Euro.

Phone Services: Street phones can be used with a phone card (either "Bulfon" or
"Betkom™). Phone cards are available at post offices, stations of the public transport or news-
stands. For international calls you may use the above phone cards or phones in post offices.
There are 3 large mobile network operators on the territory of Bulgaria and these are M-Tel,
GloBul and Vivatel.

Book Shops and Photocopying Services: Copy services, books, textbooks,
manuals and other training aids are offered in the University bookshop and stationery shop.

Student Organisations

The Student Council is a body which protects the interests of the students. It is elected by
full-time bachelor, master and doctoral students and includes student representatives in the
General Assembly of the University. The Student Council at the University of Ruse maintains
an information centre, located on the first floor of the Central Building.
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